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REMARKS 

111 the Office Action, Claims 15 to 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §lb3(a) as being 
unpatentable over U,S: Patent No. 5,686,203 to Idota et al. ("/rfoto"). In response, claim 15 has 
been amended to place the application in condition for allowance. Claims 17-19 have been 
cancelled wiOiout prejudice or disclaimer. Applicants believe the rejections axe improper or have 
been overcome as set forth in detail below. 

At the outset, Claim 20 has been amended to correct the dependency in view of the 
cancellation of Claims 17-19. This amendment was made for clarification purposes as fully 
supported in the specification and further not intended to narrow and/or disclaim, any claimed 
subject matter in view of same. 

The Patent Office alleges that the invention as a whole would have been obvious because 
Idota teaches that the condiictivity-impaiting agent may contain various carbon materials such as 
flaky graphite, carbon black, acetylene black, artificial graphite and mixtures thereof. The Patent 
OfiSce further alleges that it would have been obvious to combine the artificial graphite with the 
flaky graphite and acetylene black/caibon black to form a conductivity-imparting agent including 
artificial graphite, flfiJcy grapHte and ac^ 

Applicants respectfully disagree with and traverse the rejection because Idota does not 
teach all of the elements of Claims 15-20, as discussed in the previous Response. Idota merely 
provides carbonaceous materials as an optional material that can act as a conductive:imparting 
agent. For example, Idota provides that the compound capable of being doped with anions can 
include polymer compounds having resonance stmctures or carbonaceous compounds. Further, 
Idota does not disclose the specific combination of flaky graphite, carbon black and granular 
carbon as claimed and even admitted in the office action on p. 4. Indeed, Idota generally 
describes a number of different carbonaceous compounds that can be utiUzed. See, Idota^ col. 3 
In. 38-42. Moreover, the examples in Idota merely relate to a single type of carbonaceous 
material. Therefore, Idota would not motivate one skilled in the art to combine carbonaceous 
materials for greater effect, let alone to combine the specific conductive agent materials as 
reiquired by the claimed invention; 

However, ia order to expedite prosecution and in the spirit of cooperation. Applicants 
have amended Claim 15 to place the application in condition for allowance. Applicants assert 
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*«„,.d«iu.d.p«a».a««15Up— over*. The l.a„ery of amended Ctam 15 

g^ular c«baa has a aascciawd wid> a sp^g of » (002) pla.e of abou, 100 „m or 

less. Thaflakygr,pU«l»...«oto«s.ofa(OOa)p..»spacmg,.^ater «m^^ 

^cm' or less. a.>d a>= wei^ aSo ta condu^ agent l>e«™n *e flaky graphic and *e 
granula.»icarlKmwiftKspeottoa>cc«bonbla<*ta.gesftom99:lto 70:30. 

AS diao^^ed fa tb. pnor K«pom., «» bMteo- W»dcs> part. . conducbve ageat 

consist esseoUaUy of flaky grapbhe, caA« b.«R granular ca*on. As aU.ed fa^ pres^ 
Office Acion, I^,a doe. b.,c a apedflo teaching of a oondncfivMy-m,.artmg agent 
^hination of ^ grapM.e. «rt»n bla* and a ^ caAon^vi^ a« U of 100 j»cr 
,essTberefore,i,foUows.ha,/^dc,ano.disolos.-..nod.nn.aod.eaflK,d.»«,^^^ 

. ^ .a*o„ wid. a bal. dens,., of 0. ^on>3 e.bon bU^ ^ a b^ o . 

»dawd^.raUofafhecondu*eage>>,betwe«theflakygrapb..ea^«hegwulat^^ . 

: L."mr=spe«.o«»carbonb.a*,ang.m»m-.o.0:30.i.oon^ 

- . .."™'°Lhern,ore.itwou.dno,beobvio«s«.:co«nec.rt^ 

J^. ba*g fl» physical prcperdes recited in Cahn 15. For «an.pl=. » wonW not bo ob»na 
. includelbon b« a bul. d^t, of 0.4. g/c." or less. b. ^ 
B«„^i^ca.ed.batitwonldbeobvioustoop,i»»zetheb««.den^^ 
^«iadesirab,etopao.as,nuchc.ec«>de.aterialaspo3sib,cin«>tho^o,.e^.^^ 

spac to obtain. bi^er capacity. See, Omce Actio, pages 4-5. ' 
Mgher- capacity it is deair^.e that *e bulk density of ^e carton bl«i. o^ m «^ « 
:^aseI.bra^ionalsp.eadh.of.es.rac.^. — *'>'7^'^; ^^^^t 
absotb electrolyte solution is erftancei See, Specification, page 10..taes 2-13^ T^crrfbr^, 
:SL«"rc3P««^ys»bn..tba.i.wouldno.beobvi«„s.o.p^^ 
splelyon/iioto to arrive at tbes Claimed mvention. 
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Fdr at least those reasom above. Applicants believe that amended Claim 15 is patentably 
distinguishable from Idota and obvious variations thereof. Accordingly, Applicants respectfiilly 
request ttiat the obviousness rqection with respect to Claims 15, 16 and 20 be withdrawn. 



For the foregoing reasons. Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is 
in condition for allowance and eaniestly soUcit recpnsideratipa of the 5 wie^ 



Respeclihlly submitted, 
BELL, BOYD & LLOYT! LLC 




Thomas C. Basso 
Keg. No.' 46,541 
P.O.Box 1135 
.. Chicago, Illinois 60690rl 135 
Phone: (312) 807-4310 

Dated: May 16, 2005 ... . 
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